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In the Matter of

Replacement of Part 90 by Part 88 to revise the Private Land
Mobile Radio Services and Modify Policies Governing Them.

To: The Commission

We think that the propo.edPrur~ changes will cause an
excessive burden on the users of Public Safety and Commercial Two
way Radio. If Part 90 is replaced by Part 88 as it was drafted,
users will have to extensively modify their radio systems, or in
some cases replace them. In the cas. of Government and Public
safety it means that Tax Payer. will foot the bill to replace
them. In the ca.e of Commercial radio systems, it means that
users will be forced to' modify or replace a radio system that, in
most cases works fine. Tpe result will be increased prices to
users.

On Spectrum Efficiency Standards; We realize that the goal
of Part 88 is to free up part of the radio spectrum for new
users. That is fine in itself, but it is not right to make
existing licensed users' portion of the spectrum unusable to
them. It appears that narrow banding is the best way, and going
to 12.54 KHz spacing may be possible. Narrowing the bandwidths
to 6.25 KHz and 5 KHz will cause users ta drastically modify
their equipment or replace it if conversion is not possible. We
think that will be an unreasonable requirement.

The idea of users funding the equipment conversion by
reassigning part of an existing wideband channel does not seem
right. The assignment of frequencies should be left exclusively
to the F.e.c. Changes of this type would lead to turning usable
frequencies into an uncontrolled, unlicensed mess.

On Technical and Operational Rule Changes; The respondent's
service a+ea, Blaine County in south central Idaho, is a large
area with signal coverage problems because of mountainous
terrain. If transmitter power is limited to reduce service areas
to 50 miles for co-channel separation, many of the systems with
transmitters on high mountain tops will be greatly handicapped.
Areas in which people depend on two-way communications for pUblic
safety and to facilitate commerce will no longer be covered.
This will be counter to the fuel conservation effort, because
users will be driving around their coverage area to find a place
where the radio will work or a pay phone.

We suggest that there be a compromise proposal for ERP/HAAT
limits for use in rural areas. . Nil.atCopiMfIC'd (/1/
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In paragrapb 21 of FCC 92-469 there is reference to "large
innovative operations". Th. idea of ..tting .sid. a t8K
frequencies for Wle of new teebnolotl.. _y have ..rit, but the
lanquaqe usinq larqe operators sounc.ta like frequency spectrwa
being .cnopolized by large co~nies aquaezing out and
controlling s..ll uaers. New technology, if it is better , has a
way of naturally replacing the old in the electronics .arket.

Peraittinq t.runJted operation on frequencies below 512 MHz.
is good and we would support that.

The pro.otion of interoperability appears to be useful for
co..unication betw.en different types of "public agencies. We
would support the creation of a few channels for the sole purpose
of mutual aid.

OD Exclusiyity; It appears that the exclusivity rule may
open the door to abuse by large operators. The adoption of the
Exclusive Use Overlay (100) wi~l obviously favor large licensees.
S..ll individual lioeo,sees will pe edqed out and have to
subscribe to lar....rvioe providerD.

on Radio serviQls: Under Frequency Coordination, the
proposed rule ohange says that Baall Systems not qualifying for
an BOO PrefvMce should be 'tacJted on the same frequency .
(vertical loadinq), rather than be assigned separate channels
(horizontal loading). This would make available channels to
conventional syst.., overcrowded. Assignment without regard to
eligibility would lump together diverse types of users making the
frequencies chaotic.

On Modification of Existing Channell; Adjustments to
syste.. to oonfora to narrow band requirements will not be as
simple as reducing transmitter deviation. While that may conform
transmitters to the new rule, Iystea operation will be degraded
with lower reoeiver levels.

CgnclUlion: In conclusion we submit that, while some parts
of the.e proposed rules are good and necessary, they are as a
whole too much too SQon. It will all cost money. We live in a
country recovering from a recession and faced with paying off a
huge deficit. we don't need this additional burden. It is a
burden from the aspect of both payinq for the changes and
limiting the usefulness of existing communication systems.

Please keep the small radio system user in rural areas like
ours in mind While enacting new rules.

RespectfUlly SUbmitted,

\~S~
Tom Johnson, Fire Chief
Ketchum Fire Department

Public saf.ty Frequencies;
Fir. and Ambulance 154.415
Fire and Ambulance 153.890
Fire and Ambulance 154.205
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